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The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) of classifying and 

labeling chemicals is an internationally agreed-upon system, 

designed to replace various global classification and labeling 

standards. Employers should conduct employee training and 

make the designated changes throughout their facilities.  

 

Myers Supply has the products you need to comply with the 

new laws and avoid millions of dollars in fines levied every 

year by OSHA.  

 
Ask your Myers’ Facility Supply Consultant about our GHS Training.  

 

GHS SDS 180 Degree Projection Sign   
 

The SDS sign is made of thick high-impact 50% recy-

cled polyethylene. The 180 Degree sign with repeated 

message can be viewed from front and both left and 

right sides.  Mounting template included.  

 

GHS Safety Data Sheet Poster 20" x 32"  

 

The laminated posters provide instructional information 

regarding chemical identification and hazard communica-

tion. The SDS poster summarizes the information found 

in the 16 sections OSHA outlines. Available in English 

and Spanish.  

 

GHS Label Identification Poster 18" x 24"  

 

The poster has GHS label and pictogram guidelines for 

quick reference on how to identify hazards and where to 

look for information on new GHS Labels. The laminated 

poster displays easy to understand information on GHS 

labels and pictograms. Available in English and Spanish. 

  

 

SDS Bilingual “Right-To-Understand" Center  

 

Aluminum center board has a lower pocket to hold and 

store the SDS binder and training books. The pocket is 

welded for added strength. The .063" thick aluminum 

has a scratch resistant powder coated finish. The pocket 

extends out 4 1/8" with inside dimensions 5 7/8" H x 23 

1/4" W x 4" D with two dividers and a 1 1/2" SDS 3-ring 

red-on-white bilingual binder.  

Under the OSHA GHS, the                         

definition of "Employers" are                    

manufacturers, distributors, and       

cleaning service providers. 

 

This required training includes             

anyone in your company who                 

works around chemicals or handles 

them, including sales staff, ware-

house, and office personnel, if they 

have occasion to handle                            

cleaning chemicals.   

The online video training,  

"Hazard Communication  

2012 SDS, Pictograms and  

Label Elements" is about  

20 minutes long and employees can  

complete it in their own timeframe.  

 

It is the program suggested by the 

ISSA, but you do not need to be an 

ISSA member to access it. 

 

After completion of viewing the 

video, your employees take a short 

online test and are provided 

a "Certificate of Completion"  

that can be printed for record-keeping. 

The completion is also  

noted on the training website. 

MyersSupply.com 

MyersSupply.com  
900 Arch St. Little Rock, AR 72202  (501-372-6677) 

831 Third St. Hot Springs, AR 71913 (501-623-7742) 

Are You GHS Compliant or at RISK for FINES?  
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GHS and OSHA HazCom 2012 
 

The United States has officially adopted the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals 

(GHS).  This new system makes sweeping changes to product classification requirements and labeling requirements for 

products.  OSHA’s adoption is actually a revision of the original Hazard Communication Standard to align with the GHS. 

OSHA calls this revision, HazCom 2012.  
 

What is the Globally Harmonized System? 

The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) is an international approach to hazard 

communication, providing agreed criteria for classification of chemical hazards, 

and a standardized approach to label elements and safety data sheets. The GHS 

was negotiated in a multi-year process by hazard communication experts from 

many different countries, international organizations, and stakeholder groups. It           

is based on major existing systems around the world, including OSHA's Hazard 

Communication Standard and the chemical classification and labeling systems of 

other US agencies. The result of this negotiation process is the United Nations' document entitled "Globally Harmonized 

System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals," commonly referred to as The Purple Book. This document provides 

harmonized classification criteria for health, physical, and environmental hazards of chemicals. It also includes standard-

ized label elements that are assigned to these hazard classes and categories, and provide the appropriate signal words,          

pictograms, and hazard and precautionary statements to convey the hazards to users. A standardized order of information 

for safety data sheets is also provided. These recommendations can be used by regulatory authorities such as OSHA to 

establish mandatory requirements for hazard communication, but do not constitute a model regulation. 

Why did OSHA decide to modify the Hazard Communication Standard to adopt the GHS?  
 

OSHA has modified the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) to adopt the GHS to improve safety and health of work-

ers through more effective communications on chemical hazards. Since it was first promulgated in 1983, the HCS has pro-

vided employers and employees extensive information about the chemicals in their workplaces. The original standard is 

performance-oriented, allowing chemical manufacturers and importers to convey information on labels and material safety 

data sheets in whatever format they choose. While the available information has been helpful in improving employee 

safety and health, a more standardized approach to classifying the hazards and conveying the information will be more 

effective, and provide further improvements in American workplaces. The GHS provides such a standardized approach, 

including detailed criteria for determining what hazardous effects a chemical poses, as well as standardized label elements 

assigned by hazard class and category. This will enhance both employer and worker comprehension of the hazards, which 

will help to ensure appropriate handling and safe use of workplace chemicals. In addition, the safety data sheet require-

ments establish an order of information that is standardized. The harmonized format of the safety data sheets will enable 

employers, workers, health professionals, and emergency responders to access the information more efficiently and             

effectively, thus increasing their utility. 

Adoption of the GHS in the US and around the world will also help to improve information received from other coun-

tries—since the US is both a major importer and exporter of chemicals, American workers often see labels and safety data 

sheets from other countries. The diverse and sometimes conflicting national and international requirements can create             

confusion among those who seek to use hazard information effectively. For example, labels and safety data sheets may 

include symbols and hazard statements that are unfamiliar to readers or not well understood. Containers may be labeled 

with such a large volume of information that important statements are not easily recognized. Given the differences in          

hazard classification criteria, labels may also be incorrect when used in other countries. If countries around the world adopt 

the GHS, these problems will be minimized, and chemicals crossing borders will have consistent information, thus     im-

proving communication globally. 
 

Why must training be conducted prior to the compliance effective date? 

OSHA is requiring that employees was trained on the new label elements (i.e., pictograms, hazard statements, precaution-

ary statements, and signal words) and SDS format by December 1, 2013, while full compliance with the final rule will be-

gin in 2015.  OSHA believes that American workplaces will soon begin to receive labels and SDSs that are consistent with 

the GHS, since many American and foreign chemical manufacturers have already begun to produce HazCom 2012/GHS-

compliant labels and SDSs.  It is important to ensure that when employees begin to see the new labels and SDSs in their 

workplaces, they will be familiar with them, understand how to use them, and access the information effectively. 
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What is the phase-in period in the revised GHS?  
 

*This date coincides with the EU implementation date for classification of mixtures 

During the phase-in period, employers would be required to be in compliance with either the 

existing HCS or the revised HCS, or both. OSHA recognizes that hazard communication 

programs will go through a period of time where labels and SDSs under both standards will 

be present in the workplace. This will be considered acceptable, and employers are not            

required to maintain two sets of labels and SDSs for compliance purposes. 

 

What are the major changes to the Hazard Communication Standard? 

The three major areas of change are in hazard classification, labels, and safety data sheets. 

• Hazard classification: The definitions of hazard have been changed to provide specific criteria for classification of 

health and physical hazards, as well as classification of mixtures. These specific criteria will help to ensure that 

evaluations of hazardous effects are consistent across manufacturers, and that labels and safety data sheets are more 

accurate as a result. 

• Labels: Chemical manufacturers and importers will be required to provide a label that includes a harmonized signal 

word, pictogram, and hazard statement for each hazard class and category. Precautionary statements must also be  

provided. 

• Safety Data Sheets: Will now have a specified 16-section format. 

 

The GHS does not include harmonized training provisions, but recognizes that training is essential to an effective hazard 

communication approach. The revised Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) requires that workers be re- trained within 

two years of the publication of the final rule to facilitate recognition and understanding of the new labels and safety data 

sheets. 

For a side-by-side comparison of the current HCS and the final revised HCS please              

see OSHA's hazard communication safety and health topics webpage at:                             

http://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html 

 

How many businesses and workers would be affected by the revised Hazard Com-

munication Standard? 

OSHA estimates that over 5 million workplaces in the United States would be affected 

by the revised Hazard Communication Standard (HCS). These are all those workplaces 

where employees—a total of approximately 43 million of them—could be exposed to 

hazardous chemicals. Included among these 5 million workplaces are an estimated 

90,000 establishments that create hazardous chemicals. 
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Hazard Communication Standard Labels 
 

OSHA has updated the requirements for labeling of hazardous 

chemicals under its Hazard Communication Standard (HCS). 

As of June 1, 2015, all labels will be required to have picto-

grams, a signal word, hazard and precautionary statements, the 

product identifier, and supplier identification. A sample revised 

HCS label, identifying the required label elements, is shown on 

the right. Supplemental information can also be provided on the label as needed. 

Hazard Communication Safety Data Sheets SDS 
 

The Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) (29 CFR 1910.1200(g)), revised in 

2012, requires that the chemical manufacturer, distributor, or importer provide            

Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) (formerly MSDSs or Material Safety Data Sheets) for  

each hazardous chemical to downstream users to communicate information on these 

hazards. The information contained in the SDS is largely the same as the MSDS,  

except now the SDSs are required to be presented in a consistent user-friendly,                  

16-section format. This brief provides guidance to help workers who handle                 

hazardous chemicals to become familiar with the format and understand the                     

contents of the SDSs. 

The SDS includes information such as the properties of each chemical; the physical, 

health, and environmental health hazards; protective measures; and safety precau-

tions for handling, storing, and transporting the chemical. The information contained in the SDS must be in English 

(although it may be in other languages as well). In addition, OSHA requires that SDS preparers provide specific minimum 

information as detailed in Appendix D of 29 CFR 1910.1200. The SDS preparers may also include additional information 

in various section(s). 
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Get more information at: www.MyersSupply.com 

Page 8 

MyersSupply.com  
900 Arch St. Little Rock, AR 72202  (501-372-6677) 

831 Third St. Hot Springs, AR 71913 (501-623-7742) 

HCS Pictograms and Hazards  
 
 
 

As of June 1, 2015, the Hazard Communication 

Standard (HCS) will require pictograms on 

labels to alert users of  the chemical hazards to 

which they may be exposed.  

 

Each  pictogram consists of a symbol on a 

white background framed within a red border 

and represents a distinct hazard(s).  

 

The pictogram on the label is determined by  

the chemical hazard classification. 


